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ENGLISH TEACHERS ASSOCIATION 

Year 12 English ATAR Course Examination, Semester Two 2016 

 
Question Paper 

 
 
 
 
 

ENGLISH 

English ATAR (Year Twelve) 
 
 
Time allowed for this paper (or as determined by the school)  
Reading time before commencing work:  Ten minutes 
Working time for paper:  Three hours 
 
 

Materials required/recommended for this paper 

To be provided by the supervisor 
This Question Paper 
Standard Answer Book 
 
 

To be provided by the candidate 
Standard items: pens, pencils, eraser or correction fluid, ruler, highlighter 
Special items: nil 
 
 

Important note to candidates 
No other items may be taken into the examination room. It is your responsibility to ensure that 
you do not have any unauthorised notes or other items of a non-personal nature in the 
examination room. If you have any unauthorised material with you, hand it to the supervisor 
before reading any further. 
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Structure of this paper 

Section 
Number of 
questions 
available 

Number of 
questions to 
be answered 

Suggested 
working time 

(minutes) 

Marks 
available 

Percentage of 
exam 

Section One: 
Comprehending  

3 3 60 30  30 

Section Two: 
Responding 

6 1 60 40 40 

Section Three: 
Composing 

5 1 60 30 30 

   
 

Total  100 

 
 
 
Instructions to candidates 

1. The rules for the conduct of Western Australian external examinations are detailed in the 
WACE Manual.  Sitting this examination implies that you agree to abide by these rules. 

2. Write your answers to each section in the Standard Answer Book or paper supplied by the 
school or college.  

3. You must be careful to confine your responses to the specific questions asked and to 
follow any instructions that are specific to a particular question. 

 
 
 
 
In Section Two: Responding, you must make primary reference to any text or text type that you 
have studied. 
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Section One: Comprehending       (30 Marks) 

In this section there are three (3) texts and three (3) questions. Answer all questions. 

 

You are required to comprehend and analyse unseen written and visual texts and respond 

concisely in approximately 200–300 words for each question. 

 

Suggested working time: 60 minutes. 

 

 
 
Question 1           (10 marks) 
 
Discuss how the point of view and language choices of Text 1 position you to empathise with 
the protagonist. 
 

 
 
Question 2           (10 marks) 
 
Compare some of the ways that Text 1 and Text 2 convey attitudes towards football. 
 
 
 
Question 3           (10 marks) 
 
Explain how the arrangement of written and visual elements in Text 3 is designed to appeal to a 
specific audience. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

See next page for Text 1 
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Text 1 
 
This text is an edited extract from The Narrow Road to the Deep North (2014), a novel by 
Australian author, Richard Flanagan.   
 
Dorrigo was the only one of his family to pass the Ability Test at the end of his schooling at the 
age of twelve and so received a scholarship to attend Launceston High School. He was old for 
his year.  On his first day, at lunchtime, he ended up at what was called the top yard, a flat area 
of dead grass and dust, bark and leaves, with several large gum trees at one end. He watched 
the big boys of third and fourth form, some with sideburns, boys already with men’s muscles, line 
up in two rough rows, jostling, shoving, moving like some tribal dance. Then began the magic of 
kick to kick. One boy would boot the football from his row across the yard to the other row. And 
all the boys in that row would run together at the ball and – if it were coming in high – leap into 
the air, seeking to catch it. And as violent as the fight for the mark was, whoever succeeded was 
suddenly sacrosanct.  And to him, the spoil – the reward of kicking the ball back to the other row, 
where the process was repeated. 
 
Dorrigo watched all that first lunchtime. Another first-form boy told him that you had to be at least 
in second form before you had a chance in kick to kick – the big boys were too strong and too 
fast. 
 
On the second day, he joined their number. And on the third day, he found himself up close to 
the back of the pack when, over their shoulders, he saw a wobbly drop punt lofting high towards 
them.  For a moment it sat in the sun, and he understood that the ball was his to pluck. He could 
smell the piss ants in the eucalypts, feel the ropy shadows of their branches fall away as he 
began running forward into the pack. Time slowed, he found all the space he needed in the 
crowding spot into which the biggest, strongest boys were now rushing. He understood the ball 
dangling from the sun was his and all he had to do was rise. His eyes were only for the ball, but 
he sensed he would not make it running at the speed he was, and so he leapt, his feet finding the 
back of one boy, his knees the shoulders of another and so he climbed into the full dazzle of the 
sun, above all the other boys. At the apex of their struggle, his arms stretched out high above 
him, he felt the ball arrive in his hands, and he knew he could now begin to fall out of the sun. 
 
Cradling the football with tight hands, he landed on his back so hard it shot most of the breath out 
of him. Grabbing barking breaths, he got to his feet and stood there in the light, holding the oval 
ball, readying himself to now join a larger world. 
 
As he staggered back, the melee cleared a respectful space around him. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

See next page for Text 2  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
For copyright reasons this text cannot be reproduced in the online version of 
this document. 
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Text 2 
 
This text is an edited extract from ‘Half-Hearted Escape into the Unbearable Lightness of Footy’ 
(2015), an interpretive text published by Australian journalist and social commentator, Catherine 
Deveny. 
 
YES, I am from Melbourne. But no, I’m not into the footy. How about I stand still while the rest of 
you skin me alive with broken glass? 

But I do have a team. Actually a few years back I changed from North Melbourne to Essendon. 
Informing my family I’d defected felt as if I’d admitted to an attraction to dog food. The response 
was supportive in a “sure, we’ll stand by your decisions no matter how ethically barren, socially 
corrosive and fundamentally wrong it is and what an appalling example you’re setting for the 
children” kind of way. I’m not into footy enough to care about the cultural transgression of 
changing teams. But into it enough to bother. I don’t get it either. 

I do feel left out at times. I envy people’s passion and the rapture of their pilgrimages to their 
sporting meccas. Occasionally the sight of the fans in their regalia frothing with excitement at 
train stations urges me to rug up and rock up to the MCG to give it one more try. I feel like an 
eight-year-old watching grown-ups drink beer and having that occasional sip to find out if I still 
don’t like the taste, assuming eventually I’ll be like everyone else and I will. 

I went to the footy a bit when I was young. Mostly as a St John Ambulance Brigade cadet (don’t 
ask, long story involving capes) and working in the canteens serving chips and pies and being 
dared to drink the hot-dog water. Rarely did I have the experience of the duffle coat smeared with 
sauce, flat Coke, pie as hot as lava on the outside with a block of ice in the middle. But it was 
never really me. 

I’m not into the footy but I do get it. That shoulder-to-shoulder not eye-to-eye thing. The talking 
but not communicating. Instead of the posturing egos, bumping psyches and deep-festering 
grudges that grow between family members like coral, people can get to spew their poison, 
massage their prejudices and release their frustrations as they hurl abuse at the players, not at 
each other. Existential crises are diverted by escaping into the unbearable lightness of footy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

See next page for Text 3 

  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
For copyright reasons this text cannot be reproduced in the online version of 
this document. 
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Text 3 
 
This text is the cover of the July 2016 edition of ‘Australian Men’s Health’ magazine featuring 
Eagles’ AFL football player Nic Naitanui.  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

End of Section One 

  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
For copyright reasons this image cannot be reproduced in the online version of 
this document. It may be viewed online at: 
  
http://www.famousfix.com/post/nic-naitanui-mens-health-magazine-cover-
australia-july-2016-51375161/p51375160?view=large 
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Section Two: Responding        (40 Marks) 

In this section there are six (6) questions. Answer one (1) question.  

 

Your response should demonstrate your understanding of form, purpose, context and audience. 

 

You must make primary reference to any text or text type that you have studied. 

 

Suggested working time: 60 minutes. 

 

 
 

Question 4          (40 marks) 
 
Discuss the ways that at least one text you have studied has created empathy for 
characters/people in order to challenge dominant ideas about groups. 
 
 
Question 5          (40 marks) 
 
Compare how and why power relationships have been constructed in at least two texts you 
have studied. 
 
 
Question 6          (40 marks) 
 
Texts can be read in more than one way depending on the context of the audience. 
 
Explore this idea with reference to at least one text you have studied. 
 
 
Question 7          (40 marks) 
 
There are no such things as objective texts. They always come from a particular perspective and 
manipulate conventions and content for effect. 
 
Discuss with reference to at least one text you have studied. 
 
 
Question 8          (40 marks) 
 
Explore how and why changes in genre can be read as reflecting changes in social or cultural 
contexts. Discuss with reference to two or more texts you have studied. 
 
 
Question 9          (40 marks) 
 
Discuss how your response to the ideas in at least one text you have studied was affected by 
elements of structure or composition. 
 
 
 

End of Section Two 
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Section Three: Composing       (30 Marks) 

In this section there are five (5) questions. Answer one (1) question. 

 

You are required to demonstrate writing skills by choosing a form of writing appropriate to a 

specific audience, context and purpose. 

 

Suggested working time: 60 minutes. 

 

 
 
Question 10          (30 marks) 
 
Compose a piece which focuses on the idea that we live in a throw away culture. 
 
 
Question 11          (30 marks) 
 
“It is a narrow mind that cannot look at a subject from various points of view.” (George Eliot) 
 
Compose a text that features more than one point of view. 
 
 
Question 12          (30 marks) 
 
In a form of your choice, respond to the idea that we are creatures of habit. 
 
 
Question 13          (30 marks) 
 
“Imagine yourself as a living house.” (C.S. Lewis) 
 
Compose a narrative that examines human activity from the point of view of an inanimate object. 
 
 
Question 14          (30 marks) 
 
Respond to the image on the next page in a form or genre of your choice. 
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End of Examination  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
For copyright reasons this image cannot be reproduced in the online version of 
this document. It may be viewed online at: 
  
https://pixabay.com/en/girl-trumpet-mysterious-female-1030998/ 
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